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Question 1: Question on Social Contract theory and Political Culture
The American political culture comprises of a number of ideals as well as values. Not all people in America share the views, every sees things at diverse viewpoint, however majority of them subscribe to general ideals that includes of individualism, diversity, democracy, liberty, equality and unity. Each element impact on the government’s response to victimization, either positively or negatively (Neely, 2009). The effect of individualism to government spending has been negative and conditional on institutional framework. Individualism holds belief that individual persons are the key building blocks of a successful society and that their efforts is very important. Therefore, economic individualism impact negatively on government spending in response to victimization resulting into sabotage on victimization. Individuals seem to be less concerned with others life and commit in doing what is good to them. This makes victims suffer a lot making effort by government not to be felt. Socialism is pitted against capitalism despite its effort to victimization since government controls production levels (Shulman, 2008). However, the prevalence of capitalism in most contemporary world has undermined response by government toward this course.  
Liberty is considered by most Americans as the freedom of doing what is deemed right to them. It is believed to be necessary for individual fulfillment as well as happiness. Nonetheless, to successful responds on issue of victimization my government, liberty must be controlled at some level so as to establish a stable society. The limits must be within the stipulations outlined in the Constitution. For instance, in the economic system, government has no control in regulating production and distribution of products. Presently, individuals want government to intervene in the economy, but according to majority of Americans the involvement should be limited to some scale. Equality is truly important as per the law. Americans have diverse backgrounds but share same fundamental rights (Neely, 2009). And in respond to issues of victimization, government has advocated for people to be treated same. In accordance with political culture, political equality advocates for equal treatment of people in political arena, since each person is considered to have same status, which is termed legal representation where everybody enjoys same rights. 
Political equality also known as equality of opportunity necessitate provision of equal opportunities among individuals and this play a critical role in supporting the government on its respond to victimization (Shulman, 2008). Despite the fact that some individuals may succeed while others may fail, what matters most for Americans is every to get his or her rightful opportunity to succeed. However some people are opposed to this idea, government make sure that each gets equal outcomes in spite of talent one holds or how hardworking he is. 

On the issue of democracy, most Americans believe that it’s the best aspect of any government. For that reason, government is responsible in setting sound policies like victim policy to protect and widen democracy scope. Democracy is of great importance in the political culture of most Americans and is prevalent in local politics. Still, American government endeavor in spreading its democracy beyond its borders to other foreign countries through its foreign policy. As per the ideal of individualism, human beings are basically people who own the freedom and can join and group as per their wish. A person’s life belongs to no one except that person, so everyone is entitled to his own rightful decision despite the thoughts of others. American government has always strived to come up with policies to guard everyone on grounds that their citizen value individualism as well as value independent choices of other people. Unity of diversity is two unified political culture ideals of Americans.  Unit involves people’s support for the democracy and overall republic, despite of the misunderstanding regarding policies. In moments of national crisis, politicians dwell more on unity to bring the nation together (Shulman, 2008). Diversity encompasses the fact of many different culture, values and traditions in the midst of Americans. Almost all Americans trace their origin from immigrants, making majority of people take pride in their cultural history and heritage. Similarly, they hold different views and creed. Government ensures that every American culture is preserved and also through culture aspects of victimization are lessened. 
(b) The Scandinavia approach is best beside what is achieved at the end. It entails more protection at high cost, while U.S approach is more of less protection at high cost. The number of crime and victimization cases is very low in Scandinavian countries because of the sound policies implemented by the government. The criminal responsibility in Scandinavian countries is 15 years and America is 12 years. Exposing young kids to juvenile prisons hardens them to become core criminals thus why crime rates is high among young people. Majority of criminal responsibility of criminal responsibility prefer engage juvenile from prisons to take part in social welfare measures rather than exposing them in jail. U.S. cannot approach the system of legality from Scandinavian, since these countries have entrenched in culture of their people to be low abiding. More so, Scandinavian countries are good policies in places that work to support its population. The political culture in U.S is built on strong ideals where coming up with foreign policy to propose for implementation goes through serious scrutiny and may be watered down because of political supremacy (Shulman, 2008). The most relevant cultural value is unity and diversity. Since the two are easily embraced and rarely faces opposition among individuals. 

(c) The overall support of community support for child victims is under the based on victim support and children’s rights policies.  The policies are acceptable in US since they are believed to play a critical role in reducing victimization and crime rates among communities. More so, the policies are aligned to social contract which enforces societal values and legitimacy. On the other hand, the policies cannot violate Americans political cultures since the ideals also enforce fairness in the community as they for unity for purpose (Neely, 2009).          
(d) The most favored approach could be Scandinavia that entails more protection at high cost. The American is cheap but costly if you consider what communities undergo and spending federal and state government undertake in maintaining prisoners. No wonder on writer noted that cheap things are costly.  

3. Ideology and partisanship has varied in the midst of most liberals and conservatives, as well as democrats and republicans. These ideologies have general affect the victim’s rights policies through divergence views on political culture ideals of Americans. However, “yes means yes” appear to be misunderstood concept and majority of Americans appear angered with the control measures of guns. The major problem appears to be lack of due process taken by most legislative bodies and the executive. 
Members of the Congress, both Democrats and Republicans seem to be have adopted a bi-partisan legislation, if enacted could ensure safety when it come to use of guns. These initiatives have actively been moving around Congress. However, most victims are eagerly waiting for the initiatives to go into effect as it will help bring stoppage to humiliations of their suffering.  This has motivated other gun survivors to engage in advocacy of enacting some stipulations in State laws, and this have make them to launch a driving force in New York and California profiling “Yes Means Yes” and “Enough is Enough” laws.   
4. Amanda Nguyen achieved her problem recognition by being consistent in her advocacy which showed support of two bills, one Massachusetts and another at federal. The support from the community also played a key role in getting her problem recognized (Shulman, 2008). Community involvement drew public attention that necessitated favorable political environment for her bills. The political class have seen the effort of Amanda in protecting legal rights of survivors and extended a hand of goodwill in the enforcement of those rights.
5. Compassion fatigue is a condition experienced by those helping individuals in distress. The common signs of compassion fatigue include chronic exhaustion, feeling of irritability, headaches, sleeping problems, impaired decisions, reduced feelings of sympathy and hypersensitivity. This may affect people who work in the field of victims’ services because of extreme state of tension as well as the preoccupation with suffering of those being assisted to the level that it may create a secondary traumatic stress for the helper. Compassionate fatigue might be a severe occupational hazard among individuals in helping profession. As the head of Victims’ Services Organization, is to educate my team on common symptoms related with this problem so that incase of any sign, the person may move first to seek medication. I will encourage my team to engage in practice of self-care like taking balanced diet, regular exercise, enough sleep, fulfilling emotional needs and have balanced work life and leisure. As individual studying Victimization, I believe setting of emotional boundaries will play a key role in protecting one from this problem. Participation in outside hobbies and upholding a balanced work-life will also help to protect one from compassion fatigue. 
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